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DEC —5 2003

OFFICE OF
PREVENTION, PESTICIDES AND

TOXIC SUBSTANCES

AndrewN. Rowan,Ph.D.
Chiefof Staff
TheHumaneSocietyoftheUnitedStates
2100L Street,N.W.
Washington,DC 20037

DearDr. Rowan:

Thankyou for thefax copyofyourletterofOctober21, 2003 regardingyour
appointmentto theNationalPollutionPreventionandToxicsAdvisoiy Committee(NPPTAC).
Your letterraisesseveralconcernsandrequeststhat EPA appointMs. SandierandlorMr. Seidle
of Peoplefor theEthicalTreatmentofAnimals(PETA)asmembersofeithertheNPPTACor
someotherrelevantcommittee.

TheNPPTACwasestablishedin accordancewith theprovisionsof theFederalAdvisory
CommitteeAct (FACA), 5 U.S.C.App. 2. In seekingnominationsfor membership,EPA
solicitednominationsfrom manysources,includingthepublic (throughtheFederalRegister
notice), to establishalargepool of diversecandidatesfrom whichto makeselections.As aresult
oftheprocess,a largenumberof highly qualified individualswerenominated.

EPAselectedsixteenindividualsto serveasmembersofNPPTAC. In evaluatingthe
nominations,EPA consideredanumberoffactorsincluding (butnot limited to): eachperson’s
leadershipexperience,breadthofknowledgeofissuesthattheCommitteewould likely address,
andexperiencewith environmentalorpublic healthpolicy, issues,orresearchassociatedwith
chemicals,pollution prevention,health,or theenvironmentin communities,States,nationalor
internationalarenas.EPA alsoconsideredpoints ofview representedsothat, in accordancewith
FACA, theCommitteewouldbebalanced.

ThescopeoftheNPPTACis to provideadvice,information,andrecommendationson
the overallpolicy andoperationsofprogramsundertakenby theOffice of PollutionPrevention
andToxics (OPPT). We selectedyou to servein theNPPTACgivenyouracademicbackground
in chemistryandbiochemistry,aswell asexperienceandexpertisein environmentalandpublic
policy, includinganimalwelfareconcerns.Your currentpositionsasChiefofStaffofthe
HumaneSocietyof theUnitedStates(HSUS),Vice PresidentoftheHumaneSociety
International,Adjunct ProfessorandSeniorFellow at Tufts University,aswell asthemany
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awardsyouhavereceivedfor contributionsto alternativesto animal testing,madeyou uniquely
qualifiedandyourparticipationin theNPPTACinvaluable.

We.areconfidentthat asaNPPTACmemberyouwill representtheviewpointsofthe
HSUSandotheranimal welfareorganizations.We stronglyencouragerepresentativesofPETA
andotheranimalwelfareorganizationsto attendNPPTACmeetingsandprovidewrittenandoral
commentsto theCommittee. TheCommitteewill considerall commentssubmittedby the
public duringits deliberations.Further,theCommitteehasinvitedMr. Seidleto~servein the
High ProductionVolume(HPV) Workgroup.

Your qualificationsandexperiencewill beofinestimableuseto theCommitteeduring its
deliberations.I hopethat youwill continueto serveon theNPPTAC.

Sincerely,

£1%~~~~
CharlesM. Auer
Director
Office ofPollutionPreventionandToxics


